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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 15 February 2008. 



2. 



Claims 1, 42, 48, 49, 59 and 60 were amended. 



3. 



Claims 29-41, 47, 57 and 58 were cancelled. 



4. 



Claims 1-28, 42-46, 48-56 and 59-61 are pending in this Office Action. 



Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 42, 48 and 59 directed 
toward the use of differing favorites lists and accessing parameters indicative of latency 
information for the network environment and has been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 



6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The specification does 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
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connected, to use the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. Claim 42 recites 
the subject matter "automatically changing from a favorites list used with a previously 
connected network environment to a different favorites list for use with the network 
environment the computer system is being connected to," which was not properly described 
in the specification as filed. The term "favorites" appears in paragraph 65 on page 24 in the 
specification, which states "In addition to switching between hardware configurations, a 
computer system's software modules may be configured for an improved user experience. 
For example, a user's "favorites list" may be automatically changed when a computer system 
is moved between a corporate intranet and a home office network." There are no further 
statements detailing how this changing occurs, or in within what application, e.g. a browser, 
the changing occurs either in the specification or in the claims. 

Other dependent claims, which are not specifically cited above are also rejected because 
of the deficiency of the parent claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Knglish language. 

9. Claims 1-4, 8-13, 17, 19-24, 26, 27, 49 and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Freund et al. (U.S. 2003/0167405). 
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10. With respect to claim 1, Freund teaches a computer system that is connectable to a 
number of network environments, each network environment being associated with one or 
more parameters, a method for selecting characteristics associated with the network 
environment the computer system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration 
information that needs to be manually entered, comprising the following: an act of 
connecting the computer system, which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 
6, paragraph 74), to a network environment from among the number of network 
environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 73); an act of accessing one or more network 
environment parameters, including at least one parameter indicative of current data transfer 
conditions within the network environment (Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the 
network environment subsequent to connecting to the network environment (Freund, page 7, 
paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the accessed one or more network environment 
parameters, including the at least one parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions 
within the network environment, to generate an identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133- 
135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics specific to operating under 
the current data transfer conditions within the network environment that the computer system 
is connected to, the selected characteristics having been saved from a previous connection to 
the network environment (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected 
characteristics, which correspond specifically to the network environment that the computer 
system is connected to, automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system 
from the first configuration to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system 
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for operating in the network environment under the current data transfer conditions within 
the network environment (Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 

11. With respect to claim 2, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of connecting the computer system to a network environment from 
among the number of network environments comprises the following: 

Act of connecting a mobile computer system to a network environment from among the 
number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 73). 

12. With respect to claim 3, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of connecting the computer system to a network environment from 
among the number of network environments comprises the following: 

An act of connecting the computer system to a network environment from among a 
number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 73). 

13. With respect to claim 4, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 3, including the 
method where the act of connecting the computer system to a network environment from 
among a number of network environments comprises the following: 

An act of connecting the computer system to a network environment from among a 
number of network environments that are each associated with different operating 
environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 73). 
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14. With respect to claim 8, Freund teaches the invention described in claim I, including the 
method where the act of receiving one or more parameters associated with the computer 
system that were provided by the network environment comprises the following: 

An act of receiving one or more parameters associated with the computer system that 
were provided by a network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91). 

15. With respect to claim 9, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 8, including the 
method where act of receiving one or more parameters associated with the computer system 
that were provided by a network environment comprises the following: 

An act of receiving one or more parameters associated with communication techniques 
utilized by the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91). 

16. With respect to claim 10, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 9, including the 
method where the act of receiving one or more parameters associated with communication 
techniques utilized by the network environment comprises the following: 

An act of receiving a network address that was provided by the network environment 
(Freund, page 7, paragraphs 83-86). 

17. With respect to claim 11, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 9, including the 
method where the act of receiving one or more parameters associated with communication 
techniques utilized by the network environment comprises the following: 
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An act of receiving a subnet mask that was provided by the network environment 
(Freund, page 7, paragraph 86). 

18. With respect to claim 12, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 9, including the 
method where the act of receiving one or more parameters associated with communication 
techniques utilized by the network environment comprises the following: 

An act of receiving one or more parameters indicative of the network environment 
utilizing a proxy (Freund, page 7, paragraph 90). 

19. With respect to claim 13, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 9, including the 
method where the network environment utilizes a virtual private network (Freund, page 7, 
paragraph 84). 

20. With respect to claim 17, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of receiving one or more parameters associated with the computer 
system that were provided by the network environment comprises the following: 

An act of receiving one or more parameters associated with the computer system that 
were provided by the computer system (Freund, page 7, paragraph 95). 

21. With respect to claim 19, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of combining the one or more parameters to generate an identifier 
comprises the following: 
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An act of combining the one or more parameters that where provided by a network 
environment to generate an identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraph 133). 

22. With respect to claim 20, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 19, including 
the method where the act of combining the one or more parameters that where provided by a 
network environment to generate an identifier comprises the following: 

An act of combining one or more parameters associated with communication techniques 
that are utilized by the network environment (Freund, page 23, paragraph 133). 

23. With respect to claim 21, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 20, including 
the method where the act of combining the one or more parameters associated with 
communication techniques that are utilized by the network environment comprises the 
following: an act of performing a logical AND operation on a network address and a subnet 
mask to generate a subnet address that is representative of a network location (Freund, page 
23, paragraph 133 and following table). 

24. With respect to claim 22, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics associated with the 
network environment the computer system is connected to comprises the following: 

An act of selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to that cause the computer system to utilize a proxy (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74). 
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25. With respect to claim 23, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics associated with the 
network environment the computer system is connected to comprises the following: 

An act of selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to that cause the computer system to utilize a virtual private network 
(Freund, page 7, paragraphs 83-84). 

26. With respect to claim 24, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics associated with the 
network environment the computer system is connected to comprises the following: 

An act of selecting characteristics associated with a network location the computer 
system connected to (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74). 

27. With respect to claim 26, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
method where the act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics associated with the 
network environment the computer system is connected to comprises the following: 

An act of selecting characteristics associated with the network environment from a 
system registry (Freund, page 6, paragraphs 68-69). The Microsoft Computer Dictionary 
defines registry as "a central hierarchical database in Windows 9x, Windows CE, Windows 
NT, and Windows 2000 used to store information necessary to configure the system for one 
or more users, applications, and hardware devices." It is inherent that the operating systems 
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discussed in Freund, specifically Windows 9x, Windows NT, and Windows 2000, include a 
registry and use it to store and retrieve characteristics about the network environment. 

28. With respect to claim 27, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1 , including the 
method where the act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics associated with the 
network environment the computer system is connected to comprises the following: 

An act of selecting characteristics associated with the network environment by utilizing 
information that was manually entered by a user (Freund, page 5, paragraph 63). 

29. With respect to claim 49, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including 
where the one or more parameters include bandwidth information (Freund, page 18, 
paragraph 123). 

30. With respect to claim 59, Freund teaches the invention described in claim 1, including a 
method wherein the act of combining the accessed one or more parameters including at least 
parameter indicative of the current data transfer conditions of the network, to generate an 
identifier comprises the following: an act of combining the accessed one or more parameters, 
including at least one of the latency of the network environment and the bandwidth 
availability in the network environment, to generate an identifier (Freund, page 18, paragraph 
123 and page 23, paragraph 133-134). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

31. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the ail to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

32. Claims 16 and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freund 
and further in view of Dybedokken et al. (U.S. 6,760,41 1). 

Freund teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a system including 
methods for detecting a connection to a new network by receiving notice of, and evaluating 
changes to an existing network configuration. The system collects information about the 
network to uniquely identify it and generates a unique identifier for the network. The profile 
of each network is stored so that it remembers the network and applies the same security 
settings previously adopted (see Abstract). 

33. With respect to claim 16, the combination of Freund and Dybedokken teaches the 
invention described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number 
of network environments, each network environment being associated with one or more 
parameters, a method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment 
the computer system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs 
to be manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
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environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 

Freund does not teach changing country dependent software settings. 

However, Dybedokken teaches an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which 
correspond specifically to the network environment that the computer system is being 
connected to, to modify a configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration, and where modifying the configuration of the computer system 
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includes changing one or more country dependent software settings including one or more of 
a default language setting and a currency symbol setting (Dybedokken, Fig. 3; col. 2, lines 
52-55 and col. 3, lines 64-67) and an act of receiving one or more parameters associated with 
the computer system that were provided by a first network environment and will be used to 
select characteristics associated with a second network environment (Dybedokken, Fig. 3; 
col. 3, lines 62-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Dybedokken in order to enable changing country 
dependent software settings. One would be motivated to do so in order to synchronize the 
language used in an end user terminal and the local network, for keeping the consistency 
there between (Dybedokken, col. 2, lines 52-55) to pass on information that all users 
understand in a multilingual environment (Dybedokken, col. 1, lines 49-51). 

34. With respect to claim 61, the combination of Freund and Dybedokken teaches the 
invention described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number 
of network environments, each network environment being associated with one or more 
parameters, a method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment 
the computer system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs 
to be manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
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parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 

Freund does not teach changing country dependent software settings. 

However, Dybedokken teaches an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which 
correspond specifically to the network environment that the computer system is being 
connected to, to modify a configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration, and where modifying the configuration of the computer system 
includes changing one or more country dependent software settings including one or more of 
a default language setting and a currency symbol setting and the method wherein modifying 
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the configuration of the computer system includes changing one or more country dependent 
software settings including a currency symbol setting (Dybedokken, Fig. 3; col. 2, lines 52- 
55 and col. 3, lines 64-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Dybedokken in order to enable changing country 
dependent software settings. One would be motivated to do so in order to synchronize the 
language used in an end user terminal and the local network, for keeping the consistency 
there between (Dybedokken, col. 2, lines 52-55) to pass on information that all users 
understand in a multilingual environment (Dybedokken, col. 1 , lines 49-5 1 ). 

35. Claims 5-7, 14, 15, 18, 25, 28, 54 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Freund and further in view of Lipe et al. (U.S. 5,748,980). 

36. With respect to claim 5, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
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73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters associated 
with expansion card capabilities of a docking station (Lipe, col. 18, lines 51-62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
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One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

37. With respect to claim 6, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 5, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
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specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches the act of connecting the computer system to a docking station 
network environment from among a number of docking station network environments that 
are each associated with different operating environments (Lipe, col. 32, lines 23-31) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

38. With respect to claim 7, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
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73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches connecting the computer system to a combined network 
environment (Lipe, col. 394, line 65 - col. 395, line 13). Use of both parameters present in 
the registry and from the network shows use of a combined system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
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One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

39. With respect to claim 14, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 9, a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
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specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters associated 
with expansion card capabilities of a docking station (Lipe, col. 18, lines 51-62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

40. With respect to claim 15, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 14, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of 
network environments, each network environment being associated with one or more 
parameters, a method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment 
the computer system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs 
to be manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
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parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches an act of receiving one or more parameters associated with 
peripherals that are attached to the docking station network environment (Lipe, col. 32, lines 
23-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
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One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

41. With respect to claim 18, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
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specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches an act of receiving one or more parameters from a combined 
network environment (Lipe, col. 394, line 65 - col. 395, line 13). Use of both parameters 
present in the registry and from the network shows use of a combined system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

42. With respect to claim 25, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
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73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches an act of selecting characteristics associated with a docking 
station the computer system connected to (Lipe, col. 32, lines 23-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
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One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

43. With respect to claim 28, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
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specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches an act of, based on the identifier, selecting characteristics 
associated with a combined network environment the computer system is connected to (Lipe, 
col. 394, line 65 - col. 395, line 13). Use of both parameters present in the registry and from 
the network shows use of a combined system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

44. With respect to claim 54, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
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environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters associated 
with expansion card capabilities of a docking station (Lipe, col. 18, lines 51-62). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
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One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

45. With respect to claim 55, the combination of Freund and Lipe teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
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specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach the use of a docking station. 

However, Lipe teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters associated 
with memory or mass storage capabilities of a docking station (Lipe, col. 32, lines 23-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Lipe in order to enable the use of a docking station. 
One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate seamless dynamic configuration 
changes in a computer with minimum user involvement. 

46. Claims 42-44 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freund in view of Meyerson (U.S. 6,941,356). 

47. With respect to claim 42, Freund teaches a computer program product for use in a 
computer system that is connectable to a number of network environments, each network 
environment being associated with one or more parameters, the computer program product 
for implementing a method for selecting characteristics associated with the environment the 
computer system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that is 
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manually entered, the computer program product comprising: one or more computer-readable 
media carrying computer-executable instructions, that when executed at the computer 
system, cause the computer system to perform the following acts (Freund, page 6, paragraphs 
69-70): an act of connecting the computer system, which is configured with a first 
configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network environment from among the 
number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 73); an act of receiving one or 
more parameters associated with the computer system that were provided by the network 
environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the one or more 
parameters to generate an identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); and an act of, 
based on the identifier, selecting characteristics specific to the network environment that the 
computer system is being connected to (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74). 

Freund does not teach changing a favorites list from one network environment to another. 

However, Meyerson teaches an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which 
correspond specifically to the network environment that the computer system is being 
connected to, to modify a configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration, and where modifying the configuration of the computer system 
includes automatically changing from a favorites list used with a previously connected 
network environment to a different favorites list for use with the network environment the 
computer system is being connected to (Meyerson, col. 3, line 13 - col. 4, line 57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Meyerson in order to enable changing a favorites list 
from one network environment to another. One would be motivated to do so in order to 
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enable a device to reconfigure itself without user intervention each time the device is moved 
to a new environment or each time the environment changes (Meyerson, col. 2, lines 56-59). 

48. With respect to claim 43, the combination of Freund and Meyerson teaches the invention 
described in claim 42, including the computer program product where the one or more 
computer-readable media are physical storage media (Freund, page 6, paragraph 68). 

49. With respect to claim 44, the combination of Freund and Meyerson teaches the invention 
described in claim 42, including the computer program product where the one or more 
computer-readable media include system memory (Freund, page 6, paragraph 68). 

50. With respect to claim 60, the combination of Freund and Meyerson teaches the invention 
described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
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to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 

Freund does not teach changing a favorites list from one network environment to another. 

However, Meyerson teaches a method wherein modifying the configuration of the 
computer system includes automatically changing from a favorites list used with a previously 
connected network environment to a different favorites list for use with the network 
environment the computer system is being connected to (Meyerson, col. 3, line 13 - col. 4, 
line 57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Meyerson in order to enable changing a favorites list 
from one network environment to another. One would be motivated to do so in order to 



Application/Control Number: 10/067,580 Page 34 

Art Unit: 2152 

enable a device to reconfigure itself without user intervention each time the device is moved 
to a new environment or each time the environment changes (Meyerson, col. 2, lines 56-59). 



51. Claims 45, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freund and further in view of Phillips (U.S. 6,748,195). 

52. With respect to claim 45, the combination of Freund and Phillips teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
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characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach modifying drivers of peripherals. 

However, Phillips teaches where modifying the configuration includes loading drivers 
with some peripherals and unloading drivers for other peripherals (Phillips, col. 7, lines 8- 
12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Phillips in order to enable modifying drivers of 
peripherals. One would be motivated to do so in order to allow for operating the wireless 
devices in a manner that optimally uses the available resources in accordance with an 
operating situation (Phillips, col. 2, lines 23-26). 

53. With respect to claim 52, the combination of Freund and Phillips teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
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method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach modifying drivers of peripherals. 
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However, Phillips teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters 
associated with a printer (Phillips, col. 7, lines 3-12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Phillips in order to enable modifying drivers of 
peripherals. One would be motivated to do so in order to allow for operating the wireless 
devices in a manner that optimally uses the available resources in accordance with an 
operating situation (Phillips, col. 2, lines 23-26). 

54. With respect to claim 53, the combination of Freund and Phillips teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
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identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach modifying drivers of peripherals. 

However, Phillips teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters 
associated with a peripheral device (Phillips, col. 2, lines 23-26). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Phillips in order to enable modifying drivers of 
peripherals. One would be motivated to do so in order to allow for operating the wireless 
devices in a manner that optimally uses the available resources in accordance with an 
operating situation (Phillips, col. 2, lines 23-26). 



55. Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freund and 
further in view of Short et al. (U.S. 6,130,892). 
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56. With respect to claim 46, the combination of Freund and Short teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
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environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach concluding one session and starting another. 

However, Short teaches where modifying the configuration includes ceasing a NIC 
connection and beginning a modem connection (Short, col. 2, lines 52-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Short in order to enable user access to the internet 
from diverse locations (Short, col. 1, lines 27-28). 

57. Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freund and 
further in view of Robinson et al. (U.S. 2005/0060365). 

58. With respect to claim 48, the combination of Freund and Robinson teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
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parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 

Freund does not teach the use of latency information for the network environment. 

However, Robinson teaches a method wherein the act of accessing one or more 
parameters, including at least one parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions 
within the network environment comprises an act of accessing one or more parameters 
including latency information for the network environment (Robinson, page 5, paragraph 53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Robinson in order to enable the use of latency 
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information for the network environment. One would be motivated to do so in order to 
reduce tasks to be carried out by the user, through informed, automated decision-making and 
adjust user profile and preferences over time by tracking user activity (e.g. browsing 
selections, location, etc) (Robinson, page 1, paragraphs 14 and 16). 



59. Claims 50 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freund 
and further in view of Akiyama et al. (U.S. 6,757,821). 

60. With respect to claim 50, the combination of Freund and Akiyama teaches the invention 
described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
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indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
Freund does not teach parameters associated with a keyboard. 

However, Akiyama teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters 
associated with a keyboard (Akiyama, col. 5, lines 7-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Akiyama in order to enable reconfiguring a favorites 
list. One would be motivated to do so in order to provide a computer system, which can 
easily change the setups of an operation environment in correspondence with various use 
patterns. 

61. With respect to claim 51, the combination of Freund and Akiyama teaches the invention 
described in claim 1 , including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 



Application/Control Number: 10/067,580 Page 44 

Art Unit: 2152 

environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 
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Freund does not teach parameters associated with a keyboard. 

However, Akiyama teaches where the one or more parameters include parameters 
associated with a monitor (Akiyama, col. 5, lines 7-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in view of Akiyama in order to enable reconfiguring a favorites 
list. One would be motivated to do so in order to provide a computer system, which can 
easily change the setups of an operation environment in correspondence with various use 
patterns. 

62. Claim 56 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freund and 
further in view of Korpi et al. (U.S. 6,198,696). 

63. With respect to claim 56, the combination of Freund and Korpi teaches the invention 
described in claim 1, including a computer system that is connectable to a number of network 
environments, each network environment being associated with one or more parameters, a 
method for selecting characteristics associated with the network environment the computer 
system is connected to, so as to reduce the configuration information that needs to be 
manually entered, comprising the following: an act of connecting the computer system, 
which is configured with a first configuration (Freund, page 6, paragraph 74), to a network 
environment from among the number of network environments (Freund, page 6, paragraph 
73); an act of accessing one or more network environment parameters, including at least one 
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parameter indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, page 18, paragraph 123), from the network environment subsequent to connecting 
to the network environment (Freund, page 7, paragraphs 87-91); an act of combining the 
accessed one or more network environment parameters, including the at least one parameter 
indicative of current data transfer conditions within the network environment, to generate an 
identifier (Freund, page 23, paragraphs 133-135); an act of, based on the identifier, selecting 
characteristics specific to operating under the current data transfer conditions within the 
network environment that the computer system is connected to, the selected characteristics 
having been saved from a previous connection to the network environment (Freund, page 6, 
paragraph 74) and an act of utilizing the selected characteristics, which correspond 
specifically to the network environment that the computer system is connected to, 
automatically to modify the configuration of the computer system from the first configuration 
to a new configuration to thereby configure the computer system for operating in the network 
environment under the current data transfer conditions within the network environment 
(Freund, pages 1, 18-20 and 24, paragraphs 12, 125-129 and 138). 

Freund does not teach the use of GPS data with regards to an international border. 

However, Korpi teaches detecting a change in the network environment due to detecting 
from GPS data that the computer system has crossed an international border (Korpi, col. 3, 
lines 33-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Freund in further view of Korpi in order to enable reconfiguring time 
and date parameters in a module in an operating system. One would be motivated to do so in 
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order to enable automatic time zone tracking of the present location of the device (Korpi, col. 
2, lines 21-24). 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7:30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jeffrey Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alicia Baturay 
May 8, 2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2152 



